
Syntax
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Define the following key terms: 
Sentence
Syntax
Independent Clause
Simple Sentence
Dependent Clause
Compound Sentence
Complex Sentence
Marker Word
Minor Sentence

Verb
Adverb
Noun (and article)
Pronoun
Adjective
Conjunction
Preposition
Imperative



Parts of Speech Classification
For each of the sentences, identify the various parts of speech which make it up: 

1. The quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dog. 
2. Go to the store and buy some milk.
3. I spilled the coffee everywhere. Oops!
4. Brad came to dinner with us and he loves fish tacos. 
5. On Thursday nights the Rec Centre is filled with netball players. 
6. The school formal is happening this weekend. 
7. You must be careful while driving in heavy rain. 



Simple Sentence
A complete thought is presented on its own. 

It must have:

- A verb
- A subject
- A single idea

Very good for: 

Expressing an idea in a straightforward, clear manner. 

When to use them: 

In close succession to build tension or suspense. 



Writing Task!

Write a description of our English classroom using only simple 
sentences. 



The Compound Sentence
Where two thoughts are joined by a conjunction.

The dog wanted to go for a walk but  it was cold outside. 

Must have: 

Two separate thoughts that would make sense as their own simple 
sentence. 

When to use them: 

When you wish to indicate a relationship between two seperate ideas or 
thoughts. 



Writing Task!

Make a copy of your classroom description. 

Now turn the sentences into compound sentences. You can only join 
two simple sentences with a conjunction. 



Complex Sentences
Multiple thoughts are presented in relation to each other. The relationship between the ideas 
is established. 

When it stops raining, we will play baseball.

The complex sentence relies on marker words (often prepositions) to indicate the connection 
between the ideas. One part of the sentence will not make sense on its own while the other 
part could function as a simple sentence.

Must have: 

Two ideas, one dependent on the other. 

When to use them: 

These allow us to explore the connection between objects in a scene. They are key for 
developing a setting that the reader can ‘navigate’.



Practice!

Identify the independent and dependent clauses in the following complex 
sentences: 

1. You should brush your teeth before you go to bed.
2. Because she is nice, Mrs. Thomas let us read books that we brought from 

home.
3. Will you bring chips for the party that we are having for Jan?
4. After we arrived at school, I went to the gym.
5. English is the most enjoyable hour of the day because it is interesting.

Once you have identified the dependent clauses, find the marker words. 



Writing Task!

Make another copy of your classroom description.

Now transform your compound sentences into complex ones. 

Remember, select the right marker word so that the relationship 
between your two sentences is accurately represented.  



Minor Sentence
A fragment that does not meet the grammatical requirements of a full sentence but 
still conveys meaning. These rely on the other full sentences around them to give 
them context. 

I rolled towards the traffic light. Stopped. I glanced to the left, looked to the right. 
Bang! The sound reverberated around me. 

They often are used when a writer is trying to surprise the reader, make an impact 
or develop tension. They also help to provide clarity when they follow a series of 
complex sentences. 



Writing Task!

Make one last copy of your classroom description. 

Now, using all four sentence types, rework the description to flow as 
best you can. Think about the function of each sentence type and use 

it as best you can. 



Punctuation and Editing
L2 English



The Basic Rules of Punctuation
- Every sentence begins with a capital letter and ends in a full stop. 
- The names of people, places and texts always have a capital letter. 
- A comma is used to create a pause, separate items on a list, to separate 

adjectives that are side by side, to separate sentence clauses and to show a 
shift in ideas. 

- I slowly, quietly and carefully took my first step on the bridge.
- Even though it was raining, I wanted to walk.
- The sun was shining, however, I wanted to drive my new scooter to work.



Correct me!

it was a town of red brick or of brick that would have been red if the smoke 
and ashes had allowed it as matters stood, it was a town of unnatural red 

and black It had a black canal in it and a river that ran purple with 
ill-smelling dye vast piles of buildings full of windows rattled and trembled 
all day long the piston of the steam-engine worked monotonously up and 

down like the head of an elephant in a state of melancholy madness.

- Charles Dickens



It was a town of red brick, or of brick that would have been red if the 
smoke and ashes had allowed it. As matters stood, it was a town of 
unnatural red and black. It had a black canal in it and a river that ran 

purple with ill-smelling dye. Vast piles of buildings full of windows rattled 
and trembled all day long. The piston of the steam-engine worked 

monotonously up and down, like the head of an elephant in a state of 
melancholy madness.



Editing for Accuracy

Pick a piece of your writing from the past week . 

Read your piece back to yourself in your head and look for the following things: 

- Full stops
- Capital letters for proper nouns, the word ‘I” and the beginning of a sentence. 
- Commas in the correct location
- Complete sentences- does your sentence have a subject, verb, article. 



Verb Forms and Tense
L2 English



Verbs are...
The action or ‘state of being’ words!

Run

Jump

is

Meander 



The 5 Verb Forms
The simple form is basic the verb type. It is also known as the infinitive. Sing

The past simple is where the verb is altered to reflect the past tense nature of it. 
Sang

The past participle also belongs to the past tense verbs but requires the support 
of an extra ‘helping verb’ like has. Sung

The continuous form is when the verb has happened and is continuing to happen. 
Singing

The third person simple verb is used when you are describing the action of 
someone using third person narrative. Sings

You don’t have to remember the names but you do need to think about using verbs 
in the right place and at the right time. 



An Overview
The verb that has the most forms is ‘be’ with a grand total of eight. Most verbs have 
between 3 or 5 forms. The chart below might help you to understand this concept.

 Simple Past Simple Past Participle Continuous 3rd Person 
Simple

Cut Cutting Cuts

Make Made Making Makes

Do Did Done Doing Does

Be Was
Were

Been Being Am
Are
Is

Run Ran Running Runs


