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 2.4: Produce a selection of crafted and controlled writing 
Version 2 

 
6 Credits 

 
 

Achievement  Achievement with Merit  Achievement with Excellence 

Produce a selection of 
fluent and coherent 

writing which develops, 
sustains, and structures 

ideas. 

Produce a selection of 
fluent and coherent writing 
which develops, sustains, 
and structures ideas and 

is convincing. 
 

Produce a selection of 
fluent and coherent writing 
which develops, sustains, 
and structures ideas and 

commands attention. 
 

 
 
 

The Enlightenment Task 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Outline 
This task is the culmination of our study of the gothic novel Frankenstein by Mary 

Shelley. It gives students the chance to explore the context that surrounded writers 
of the Enlightenment Period and how this influenced the precise stylistic elements of 
the genre we now know as gothic fiction.  

 
 
During the 18th Century, many people looked towards the forward thinking philosophers 

as a way to explain the complexities of the world. What they were describing 
presented writers with a raft of new ideas to grapple with. There were now a new set 

of ideals and problems to be explored.  
 

Develop a response to the following statement:  
 

Philosophers of the 18th Century looked for new ways to understand the acquisition of 
knowledge and human behaviour . Understanding their theories allows us an insight 

into Mary Shelley’s intentions in her gothic novel, Frankenstein.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Preparation 
 

● Consider the philosophers of the 18th Century that we have discussed in class: 
Immanuel Kant, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, John Locke and David Hume. Select the one 
you feel most confident in discussing and ensure you have read the relevant essays on 
their theory.  

 
● Consider the social climate of the 18th Century. The philosophers we have discussed 

were seen as “Enlightenment Thinkers” and some of their theories were met with 
speculation.   

 
● Identify a range of features and evidence that Mary Shelley uses in Frankenstein that 

challenge, demonstrate or reflect your chosen theory. Ensure you gather a sufficient 
number of quotations and examples from the book to support your analysis.  

 
● Plan the structure of your essay. 

○ A clear introduction, body and conclusion.   
○ Effective paragraphing. If it’s a new idea or point, begin a 

new paragraph.  
○ A logical progression of ideas. Think about how you can 

order your paragraphs to make the most sense and to 
develop an essay that moves from points build on each 
other to create a coherent argument. 

 
● Consider the conventions of essay writing such as:  

○ A clear statement about the purpose of the essay. 
○ The use of transitional and connective words and phrases. 

These guide the reader through your essay and allow you 
to clearly connect or develop ideas.  

○ The use of appropriate language devices (metaphor, 
analogy, imagery etc.)  to build on your ideas, present your 
opinion or clarify your point. 

○ The use of quotations and examples with clear 
explanations of how these develop your ideas. Ensure your 
quotations are relevant and of appropriate length.  

○ Explore the language in your selected quotations and 
where this further supports your essay’s purpose. 

 



 

○ Effective syntax allowing you to build, connect and develop 
ideas. Consider the deliberate use of a range of syntax 
(complex, compound, simple).  

○ Develop a distinct personal voice through your vocabulary 
choices.  

 
Example 
 
The Strange, Extraordinary Authority of Lionel Shriver 
by Catherine Woulfe (Writing for The Listener, 11th May 2018) 
 
 

“Human relations had a calculus,” a character in Lionel 

Shriver’s first novella observes. If so, it’s a branch of 

mathematics of which the author has a weird, privileged 

understanding. She writes as though she has access to 

another dimension, in which all shameful wants and 

motivations are writ large, grist for her mill. She writes 

about people – particularly about our relationship to 

stuff – with a strange, extraordinary authority. And she 

does it with an air of “So what? Nothing special.” It’s 

unsettling, like listening to a divorce lawyer talk about 

break-ups or a hospice carer about death. 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
The Final Piece 
 

Size 
Once your initial research and preparation is complete, your final piece should be written in the 

form of an essay. In order to keep your work focused, a word limit of 1500 will be enforced.   
 
 
 

Conditions 
 
The drafting and editing of your piece will happen in class over 8 periods. You may use any 

notes you have created during our exploration of Frankenstein and you may seek feedback 
during the first 4 periods of writing. After this time, your teacher will be “hands off” and it will 
be up to you to polish your work.  

 
 

Scope 
 
Your proficiency with spelling, grammar and punctuation will aid the clear and effective 

communication of your ideas, as will conforming to a clear structure with your writing.  
Your ability to deliberately use a range of syntax and appropriate language features will also 

help you to communicate and develop your ideas.  
 
 

Advice 
 
You are advised to refer to the critical readings and essays that you have been exposed to 

during our study of Frankenstein to refine your understanding of how your ideas can be 
communicated and structured effectively. 

 

 



 

You are encouraged to seek advice from your teacher early in the drafting process to ensure you 
are on the right track.  

 
Consider how to split your time between what you want to say in your essay and how you say it. 

It is wise to remember that this is a writing assessment so how you convey your ideas and 
the effectiveness of this is essential to your success in this assessment.  

 
 
 
 
 
Exemplar 

An Essay Concerning Human Understanding 

By John Locke 
 
 

Since it is the understanding that sets man 
above all other animals and enables him to use 
and dominate them, it is certainly worth our 
while to enquire into it. The understanding is 
like the eye in this respect: it makes us see and 
perceive all other things but doesn’t look in on 
itself. To stand back from it and treat it as an 
object of study requires skill and hard work. 
Still, whatever difficulties there may be in doing 
this, whatever it is that keeps us so much in the 
dark to ourselves, it will be worthwhile to let as 
much light as possible in upon our minds, and 
to learn as much as we can about our own 
understandings. As well as being enjoyable, this 
will help us to think well about other topics. 

Look closely at the syntax of this 
example. Locke is very good at 
developing and connecting his ideas 
through his use of complex 
sentence structures.  
 
The use of analogy about the eye 
presents the point in a different way, 
making it accessible to the reader. It 
clarifies his argument.  
 
 
Locke connects his essay to his 
reader through the use of personal 
pronouns such as “our”. While the 
tone is formal, it is clear that this is 
something the author and reader are 
going to experience and draw 
conclusion from together. 

 



 

 
My purpose, therefore, is to enquire into the 
origin, certainty, and extent of human 
knowledge, and also into the grounds and 
degrees of belief, opinion, and assent. I shan’t 
involve myself with the biological aspects of the 
mind. For example, I shan’t wrestle with the 
question of what alterations of our bodies lead 
to our having sensation through our 
sense-organs or to our having any ideas in our 
understandings. Challenging and entertaining 
as these questions may be, I shall bypass them 
because they aren’t relevant to my project. All 
we need for my purposes is to consider the 
human ability to think. My time will be well 
spent if by this plain, factual method I can 
explain how our understandings come to have 
those notions of things that we have, and can 
establish ways of measuring how certainly we 
can know things, and of evaluating the grounds 
we have for our opinions. Although our opinions 
are various, different, and often wholly 
contradictory, we express them with great 
assurance and confidence. Someone observing 
human opinions from the outside—seeing how 
they conflict with one another, and yet how 
fondly they are embraced and how stubbornly 
they are maintained—might have reason to 
suspect that either there isn’t any such thing as 
truth or that mankind isn’t equipped to come to 

 
 
The topic of the essay is clear: how 
do humans think? He is also precise 
in what this essay will cover and 
what the structure will look like. We 
get the impression that he will 
systematically move through each 
area he has outlined.  
 
 
 
 
 
He addresses that there are other 
avenues to explore on this topic but 
this essay will not do that.  
 
 
Locke then states the topic clearly 
and concisely with a shorter 
sentence, consolidating everything 
he has said above.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The use of the em-dash to drop an 
additional phrase into the sentence 
is effective for expanding or 
clarifying an idea.  

 



 

know it. 
 

 
 

The rest of the essay is available in this blog post.  

 

 


