
The Author's Purpose



Mary Shelley’s Background

● One of Mary’s Shelley’s favourite pastime 
was to ‘write stories’

● She wanted to write her dreams down as 
her dreams ‘were at once more fantastic 
and agreeable than [her] writings”.

● Mary Shelley's husband “desired that [she] 
should write, not so much with the idea that 
she could produce anything worthy of notice, 
but that he might himself judge how far she 
possessed the promise of better things”.

Mary Shelley and her 
husband Percy Shelley



The 1816 Summer in Switzerland 

In the summer of 1816, Shelley and her husband visited Switzerland and become 
neighbours with Lord Byron. “He was the only one among them who put his 
thoughts upon paper”. 

Rainy days confined them to their house, meaning many volumes of ghost stories 
were shared around.

After many ghost tales fell into their hands, Lord Byron said “We will write a ghost 
story”.

They all accepted his proposal.



The Ghost Story Competition

“I Busied myself to think of a story.. One which would speak to the mysterious fears of 
our nature and awaken thrilling horror…”

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein drew inspiration from telling ghost stories with Percy 
Bysshe Shelley and Lord Byron. Byron challenged Mary and Percy Shelley whilst visiting 
Switzerland to see who could make the best ghost story.

Mary Wrote “At first I thought but of a few pages, of a short tale,” and later “but Shelley 
[her husband] urged me to develop the idea at greater length.”



The Beginning

Lord Byron began his tale and printed it at the end of one of his poems.

Percy Shelley however embodies the ideas of imagery and commenced on the experiences 
of his early life.

However Mary Shelley ‘busied herself to think of a story - a story to rival those which had 
excited us to this task.”



Mary Shelley’s Aim

She strived to write a story, which would speak to the mysterious fears of nature and 
awaken thrilling horror. She wanted the readers to dread looking around any deepers, and 
for their heat beat to quicken when reading.

She said that ‘if I did not accomplish these things, then her ghost story would be unworthy 
of its name”.

Every morning she was asked if she had thought of a story, and she was always forced to 
reply with a negative.

She thought: “perhaps a corpse would be reanimated, perhaps the component parts of a 
creature might be manufactured brought together, and endued with vital warmth.”



The Awakening of her Dreams

Eventually, one night when her eyes were closed, she let her imagination 
decide. Finally, she announced that “[she] had thought of a story” 

On that exact day, she began with words and making transcripts of her 
waking dreams. 

As mentioned above, Initially, she wrote a short story but Percy Shelley 
convinced her to finish.



Origin of the Novel

Her novel was originally published anonymously in 1818, titled Frankenstein; 
or, the Modern Prometheus. The second edition of the novel, however, 
displayed her name. 

Frankenstein was published in 1831, where some of the most radical 
passages were changed, and a tribute to her late husband, who drowned in 
1822, was added in the preface.



Changes in the Novel

In the original version of the novel, Victor Frankenstein makes the creature in the name 
of scientific curiosity, but he refuses to care for the creature when he comes to life. 

In her later years, Mary Shelley was widowed and suffered many miscarriages; only one 
of her children made it through to adulthood. Likely because of this, Mary Shelley’s 
philosophy became much less radical than it was when she had originally written 
Frankenstein as a teen.

She wrote in a letter in 1827: “The power of Destiny I feel… pressing more and more on 
me, and I yield myself a slave to it.” Following this, for the 1831 edition she made 
significant changes to the ideas expressed through the plot. In many ways this edition 
portrays Victor Frankenstein as a victim of fate, since much of the creation of the 
creature comes through chance.


